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ROGERS PARK BUILDER

Apartment Market

Continues to Gain Strength
by Greg LaBerge

Despite all the economic and political head-
winds, the Chicagoland apartment market
continues its recovery. However, this recov-
ery has been uneven, depending on the loca-
tion and property class of the asset.

For the second consecutive year since the
2006-2007 recession, most fundamental operational metrics improved.
Although we will continue to feel the impact of troubled assets, poor operators

and over-leveraged loans, the optimism surrounding apartment ownership con-
tinues to grow.

Given the investment alternatives available in the market (stocks, bonds, real
estate, etc.), real estate ownership remains a long-term winner. In fact, in a recent
national study done by Marcus & Millichap, apartment ownership as an invest-
ment vehicle has outperformed the S&P 500. Over the past fifteen years, apart-
ments have increased in value by 285%, versus 122% for the S&P. Over the past
five years, these figures were a 112% increase for apartments, versus a one per-
cent decline for the S&P.

Market Trends — Chicagoland

The Chicagoland investment sales market (for transactions $500,000 or higher)
grew from 438 sales in 2010 to 494 sales in 2011, a 12.8% increase. Investors
believe strongly in the Chicago market, particularly when they analyze the entire
set of long-term, broad-based metrics.

 The financial markets provide flexibility and liquidity to the sales market.
Rates remain near all-time lows. Leveraging government programs, longer-
term non-recourse debt has propped up our industry. This trend will likely con-
tinue through 2012 and perhaps longer. In fact, the gap between apartment cap
rates and the ten year treasury (~440 bps) is the widest it has been in more than
twenty years!

Sale Transactions.
8

fm i

[ sale Transactions:

Although Chicago’s overall unemployment rate remains at disappointing lev-
els, the true renter cohort (ages 20-34) from 2010 to 2019 is estimated to grow
nearly 7%. Moreover, if Chicago’s unemployment mirrors the national pic-
ture, this same cohort has an unemployment rate below 5%.

Continued on page 3.
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Rogers Park Builder
“Holiday Edition”
Welcome to 2012!

We thought wed start the New Year with a lighter, more
colorful newsletter — a bit of a departure from the print-
heavy versions we have been putting out of late. The idea
was to keep it light, with lots of pictures and as much good
news as we could find in what remains a tough economy.
You'll find plenty of both in these pages.

To start with, Greg LaBerge, of Marcus & Millichap, has
a very upbeat assessment of the current Chicagoland and
Rogers Park apartment markets. This is something that
will no doubt put a smile on your face, whether or not you
are a property owner.

If you're looking for something a little lighter, check out
the colorful photos of the beautiful “Mile of Murals Pro-
Ject” that is really starting to come alive along the Red
Line viaduct between Touhy and Pratt. Finally, our new
president, John Brauc, has all sorts of exciting plans for
the RPBG in 2012 and beyond.

As nice as it would 've been to report only optimistic news,
there were a_few sad events that we would 've been remiss
not to report. The first was an apartment building fire on
Sheridan that resulted in the death of one of the tenants.
For more information on this fire, take a look at the last
page of the newsletter. And even closer to home for those
of us at RPBG was the sad news of the untimely passing of
Neil Lifton who died on Jan. 3, 2012. Neil was Mary Bao's
partner in both business and life. Neil and Mary were the
owners of Dukes Bar on Glenwood Avenue. It is doubly
sad that Neil s passing also means the end for this great
neighborhood institution.

Neil was more than just a warm and welcoming presence
at Duke s. He was an incredible intellect with an unparal-
leled knowledge and love of music. Mary told me that
Neil's happiest years were those spent working as stage
manager and artist liason at New York City s Bottom Line
Cabaret working with such luminaries as Bruce Spring-
steen, Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton. After moving to
Chicago in early 2005, Neil brought live music to Duke s
and was always happy to pick up his guitar to play along
with the bands he showcased.

As any of the 500 people who came to Neil’s memorial at
the Lifeline Theater on January 21st will tell you, he will
be greatly missed. We particularly want to extend our
deepest sympathies to Mary Bao, a director of RPBG, in
this difficult time.

But Neil wasn't one to cry in his beer: We are, after all,
starting a new year, and whether it ends up being good,
bad, or indifferent, we can safely predict that it will be
eventful. Presidential election years always are.

Happy New Year and best wishes to all for a happy,
healthy and successful 2012!



AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Restaurant Review: bopNgrill

6604 N. Sheridan Road ¢ Chicago, IL 60626  (773) 654-3224 « www.bopngril.com

Rogers Park has a new burger joint, but with an interesting twist.
It’s Korean! Think, kimchi burgers with kimchi fries, teriyaki
BBQ chicken, umami burgers and lump crab tacos. I’'m willing to
bet that you haven’t had many of these tasty delights at your local
McDonald's lately.

I decided to check out the place for myself. On a sunny and unusu-
ally warm day early in January, I drove over to bopNgrill for a late
lunch. Given the odd hour of my arrival, and the fact that Loyola
was still out of session,

$5.50. But there were so many of them, and so much stuff on top,
that you could almost make a meal of these alone. In addition to
the regular menu, there are usually a few daily specials that
change from time to time.

Since the restaurant’s opening in August of 2011, it’s been a big
hit with the many students and commuters looking for a quick
meal, either in the restaurant, or on the go. This is actually the sec-
ond bopNgrill to open, the first being just a little further north in

Evanston. Although these are the only two bopN-

the place was pretty
empty. Good. I always
hate to bother restaurant
workers when they’re
busy serving their regu-
lar customers.

I walked up to the count-
er and was greeted by
the friendly hostess,
Aryssa. She told me that
I had just missed the
owner, Will Song. But
Aryssa was able to give
me some good advice
about what to order, and

grill’s so far, their popularity and success suggests
that there will be more.

It kind of makes sense that the restaurant would
look to the Rogers Park community for a second
location. After all, Rogers Park is the city’s most
diverse neighborhood, and one of the most diverse
in the country. If a Korean burger joint can’t find a
welcome here, it’s probably not going to work any-
where else in Chicago.

BopNgrill is open from 11:00a.m. to 9:00p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday; 11:00a.m. to 10:00p.m. on
Friday; noon to 10:00p.m. on Saturday; and noon to
9:00p.m. on Sunday. I think the concept could best be
described as “fast fresh.” And no alcohol is served.

some other information

about the restaurant. She recommended the restau-
rant’s two signature dishes — the kimchi burger and
kimchi fries. I ordered both and went back to my
table with the receipt and order number, waiting to
be called back up to fetch my freshly prepared food.

A few minutes later, the order was ready. I picked up
my food and took it back to the table to eat. The
burger was piled high with kimchi, cheese, bacon,
gochujang (kimchi mayo) and a fried egg. The fries
were no less adorned — loaded up with cheese,
bacon and kimchi... but this time, no fried egg.

Now, I have to say — if you’re on a diet, this is prob-
ably not what you want to be eating. I don’t know
the calorie count for my meal, but I can tell you it

I thought bopNgrill was
a good value and a great
location, just a block
north of the Loyola

CTA station on the
same side of Sheridan,
and just across the

street from the Loyola
campus. And it’s defi-
nitely an interesting
alternative to more tra-
ditional burger restau-
rants. The food was a
little heavy-duty for my
tastes, but I’d gladly go
back and try a chicken,

was, without doubt, pretty high. What’s nice about
bopNerill is that the Asian influence is not just applied to burgers.
There are several veggie dishes on the menu, including a kimchi
tofu, and a vegetarian rice dish. There are also fish and chicken
dishes to choose from.

Prices are low with the average entrée costing between $6.50 and
$8.00. There are a few items on the menu that are higher, but noth-
ing that I saw for more than $12.00. Of course, the kimchi fries are

fish or vegetarian alter-
native to the cholesterol-heavy burger and fries.

We’re fortunate to live in a world city that is home to people from
all across the globe. One of the really interesting parts about liv-
ing in such a diverse place is seeing how these different peoples
and cultures come together and create something new. BopNgrill
is one of the results of this cultural mixing and matching. It’s also
one more good reason to visit Rogers Park.



COVER STORY CONTINUED

Continued from cover.

e The supply of Chicago apartments is signifi-
cantly constrained by a scarcity of land, prohib-
itive new construction costs and redevelopment
legal challenges.

Demographic and socioeconomic changes are creat-
ing favorable apartment owner conditions. To cite
one example, three million 18-34 year-olds moved
back in with their parents nationally between 2005
and 2010. With an improving economy, many of
these people will move back into the rental markets.

Finally, the recent US Census reports that the
Chicagoland area population is expected to increase
by 28% over the next 30 years.

As a result of these favorable trends, the overall apart-
ment vacancy rate dropped to just 4.6% in the
Chicagoland area during 2011. With limited new sup-
ply and increasing demand, effective NOI in certain
strong city markets increased by double-digits.

Market Trends — Rogers Park

Rogers Park also saw an increase in sales velocity. In
2010, there were 15 apartment transactions compared
to 21 in 2011. Although sales volume increased, it is
still well below the levels seen in recent years. In fact,
recent sales activity represents only about one-third of
the average number of transactions during the 1998
through 2006 period.

MARKET TALK

Interestingly, a higher percentage of sales in 2011 were
distressed than in 2010. This past year, 11 of the 21
properties were distressed (REO, lender short-sale,
etc.) compared to five of the 15 sales in 2010. This is
probably due to the fact that lenders took a more
proactive approach to their problem assets than they
have in recent years. Although no one can be certain of
the distressed pipeline that remains, it appears that the
worst is behind us.

Although distressed sales still figure prominently in
the Rogers Park market, over the longer-term, many of
these properties will be recapitalized and improved
under new ownership and management. If history is
any guide, this process will bring about positive
change and contribute to the recovery and improve-
ment of the Rogers Park community.

Ups and Downs
by Steve Cain

In alot of ways, the beginning of 2012 looks a lot like
the beginning of 2011, with a resurgent stock market,
positive economic indicators pointing toward an eco-
nomic recovery, and a still-sluggish housing market

that continues to struggle to get into gear.

Of course, we all now know that the encouraging start to 2011 did not prove to be
enduring. The year was plagued with political gridlock in Washington and rising
economic instability in Europe.

Despite these obstacles, the year ended on a positive note. The Dow Jones pushed
back over 12,000; 200,000 net new jobs were created in December; the unem-
ployment rate declined to 8.5%; and unemployment claims declined steadily from
early September through the end of the year... that is, until the first week of Janu-
ary when they suddenly spiked back up again.

And that’s kind of my point. There’s good news out there, but never enough to
convince ourselves that we’re completely out of the woods. To my eyes, it seems
like the biggest difference between the start of 2012 and the start of 2011 is that
the risks going forward are more obvious.

To begin with (in case anyone has been living under a rock) 2012 is an election year
and the country remains as polarized as ever. The likely result is that the gridlock in
Washington will continue. The House remains in Republican hands, and the Demo-
cratic majority in the Senate is too small to prevent frequent Republican filibusters
of anything the minority party doesn’t like (and they don’t seem to like much).

Both parties show every sign of remaining hostile throughout 2012. While the
gamesmanship may be infuriating to most Americans, it underlies fundamental
and profound differences between the two parties over the size and scope of gov-
ernment in our daily lives. Until one side or the other gets a bigger majority — and
most especially, until the Presidential election is decided — I think it’s fair to say
that we will not be seeing a lot of cooperation, or constructive intervention in the
economy, coming out of Washington.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the pond, the economic issues and challenges
are, if anything, even more profound. I’m talking of course about the ongo-
ing and serious debt crisis in Europe. Despite repeated efforts to solve it, the
debt markets remain skeptical that the European Union has intervened
enough, or in the right ways.

In early December, all but one of the 27 European Union countries — the exception
being the United Kingdom — agreed to a new and tougher set of rules designed to
restore fiscal balance to the Eurozone. Later that same month, the European Cen-
tral Bank announced that it would lend €489 billion (equal to US $639 billion) to
struggling European banks to give them some much-needed additional liquidity.

Apparently, neither of these actions was sufficient to prevent S&P from down-
grading the credit of nine European countries in the middle of January. Perhaps the
most important downgrade was that of France which saw its coveted triple-A rat-
ing fall to double-A-plus. The result of all these downgrades is not yet clear. But
it’s a fair bet that they won’t make solving the debt crisis any easier.

So we enter a new year with lots of reasons to be encouraged, but also lots of rea-
sons to worry. As always, we’ll just have to stay tuned and see what unfolds next.
At the very least, 2012 looks to be an interesting year.



ROGERS PARK SUPPORTS THE ARTS

The Miles of Murals Project Takes Shape

Once upon a time, not so long ago, the area around Glenwood and
Morse Avenues looked like a lot of other commercial areas in
Chicago that had once been bustling, vital hubs of activity in their
communities — a little drab, bereft of activity, with too much vacant
retail space and not enough going on to draw people to the area.

But, in just a few short years, the Morse/Glenwood area has been
transformed into just the kind of vital center of community activ-
ity that it had once been — and has again become. New stores,
restaurants and businesses have been opening along Morse, and
the area suddenly looks so much better, also due to the comple-
tion of a major streetscape project last year.

Glenwood has also benefitted from this activity with new bars, a
few theaters and a farmer’s market all contributing to the trans-
formation of the street into an entertainment destination. Artists

have also been drawn to Glenwood and nearby areas, opening gal-

leries in underused storefronts and loft spaces. So successful has this area been in
attracting artists that it is now known as the Glenwood Avenue Arts District.

But perhaps the most visible proof of the area’s change of fortunes can be read on
the surface of the concrete embankment that runs down the middle of Glenwood,
and on top of which the CTA’s Red and Purple Line trains operate. This structure,
which was once a dull expanse of gray concrete, is being steadily transformed
into a veritable outdoor art gallery. If you haven’t been to the area lately, you owe
it to yourself to go and take a look. You might just be surprised by what you see.




And Showcases Chicagoland Artists

The “Mile of Murals Project” is a community public art project, turning the plain concrete walls
and underpasses along both sides of Glenwood Avenue between Pratt (6800 N) and Touhy
(7200 N) into a canvass for a running series of murals bursting with color and imagination.

Each year, one or more blocks are selected to be painted and there is a call for muralists. Artists
are selected through a community process and a theme is developed for the artist. Although it will
be a few more years before this project is complete, there are enough finished sections to justify
a special trip and the mile (round trip) walk.

To date, four blocks of murals have been completed as well as several cross-street viaducts. The
murals are already attracting attention. The expectation is that, when all the blocks are finished,
this is going to be a world-class piece of public mural art and will attract visitors from far and

wide to Rogers Park. It will also improve the qual-
ity of life for locals who can enjoy the art every
time they get on the Morse Avenue El, or visit the
bars and restaurants in the area.

The Mile of Murals Project is a collaboration of
artists, businesses, community and government.
Funded by Special Service Area #24, this is a
unique collaboration of the Glenwood Avenue Arts
District, the Rogers Park Business Alliance, com-
munity and youth groups, and individual artists,
with cooperation from Alderman Joe Moore, the
CTA and the Streets and Sanitation Department.




HELLO TO JOHN BRAUC

Interview with John Brauc

At the end of 2011, we said
goodbye to Marty Max as
president of the Rogers Park
Builders Group after six years
of service. As we begin 2012,
we turn our gaze to the future,
as we welcome and congratu-

late John Brauc who has taken up the reins as president going forward.

John is a longtime member of RPBG and has served for five years as a
director of the RPBG Board. In addition to John’s contributions to RPBG,
he has been an apartment owner and developer for more than twenty
years. John’s portfolio is far-flung, stretching from his home-base in
Logan Square, to the South Side, all the way north into Rogers Park.

John’s hands-on experience owning, managing and developing residen-
tial properties has given him unique insights into the nuts and bolts of
property ownership. Like Marty, John has taken this experience and
used it, not only for his own benefit, but also to help other property own-
ers through his activities in landlords’ associations around the city.

We are fortunate here at RPBG that John has taken a particular inter-
est in the Rogers Park community and in our organization. And John
is about to take this commitment to a whole new level.

I met with John at a café near his home in Logan Square on a bright
Sunday morning earlier this year to talk about his reasons for taking
on the role as president of the organization, and some of his goals and
hopes for RPBG and the community in the months and years ahead.
The following is a summary of what he told me.

Steve Cain: So, I guess I have to start out by asking you the “why”
question. Why did you agree to take on this responsibility?

John Brauc: There were really a lot of reasons. Probably the first rea-
son is that I always try to get involved in the communities in which I
work. Rogers Park is one of those places. I’ve gotten so much out of
RPBG as a networking organization; as a conduit for good information,
market intelligence and community contacts; and as a place to form
lasting friendships and excellent business and personal relationships. 1
know I’m going to meet even more people in my new role as President.

I also have properties on the south side of the city, and I am very
active with the Landlords’ Association there. Yeah, it takes some time
out of your day, and it is a commitment, but you really do seem to get
more out of it than you put in.

I also have a real sense of wanting to continue the great leadership that
RPBG has enjoyed over the years. Marty has been an incredible presi-
dent, and Mike Glasser before him. Really, we’ve had strong and com-
mitted leadership going back to the founding of the organization. I’d like
to try to continue that legacy and am going to do my best to live up to it.

From a personal perspective, it’s always great experience to take on
this type of role, especially with a solid and well-respected organiza-

President, Rogers Park Builders Group

tion of the caliber of RPBG. I won’t pretend that it’s not a little scary
or a little daunting, but I know I’m going to have a lot of help and
support from other committed board members, and the collective
experience of all of our past presidents.

I guess the bottom line is that, when Marty asked me to step up and be presi-
dent, I just couldn’t say no. I’'m excited about the challenges and opportunities
ahead. The economy is getting better and the apartment market is looking up.
I’'m definitely looking forward to 2012 and beyond.

SC: Let’s talk a little more about your role as president, and what
your priorities and goals are going to be for the organization. I guess
I’m interested in what it is that you’d like to do going forward that
might be a little different from what has come before?

JB: Well, let me first say that I think all of the past presidents of
RPBG, from Marty on back, have done an outstanding job. But, yeah,
I think everyone who takes on this role wants to leave their mark.

I guess my top three priorities are going to be: (1) expanding the con-
cept of what constitutes our community; (2) raising the bar on what
RPBG gives back to the community; and (3) putting my computer
savvy to work improving our website and technical capabilities.

When 1 talk about expanding the concept of our community,
I’m really talking about reaching out to West Rogers Park. We
have traditionally been very focused on East Rogers Park. I
personally think it’s important to reach out to business and
property owners west of Ridge or Western Avenues, wherever
you want to draw the line.

I firmly believe that our group will be better and stronger if
we represent the wider community. I think we all stand to ben-
efit from the expertise and experience of the many property
owners and other community resources that could be enticed
to get more active in RPBG who probably currently view our
organization as being focused just on the Lakefront areas of
the community. One additional benefit from pushing into West
Rogers Park is that we should be able to increase overall
membership in RPBG, another top priority for me.

One good way to start this effort would be to reach out to Debra
Silverstein, the new Alderman for the 50th Ward which encom-
passes a large portion of West Rogers Park. It would be great to
get Alderman Silverstein to come speak at one of our meetings.
But I’d also like to work with her office to identify property own-
ers, brokers, and other community resources that could be recruit-
ed to get more involved with RPBG.

As far as community giving is concerned, I’'m committed to doing at
least one special fundraising event in 2012 that would raise money for
one or more worthy community organizations active in Rogers Park.

As an organization, we have always had a strong commitment to giv-
ing back to the community. But, as the new president, I’d really like



Interview with John Brauc confinued

to kick this up a notch. I’'m going to dedicate more time and energy —
and commit to raising more money — for charitable giving to the wider
Rogers Park community. As for the beneficiaries, I’d like to see if we can
identify at least two or three. They could be food pantries, low-income
housing providers — any of the many organizations active in this com-
munity that help the less fortunate in these difficult economic times.

As a first step in accomplishing this goal, I’ve asked board member
Mary Laura Jones to spearhead fundraising for RPBG. Mary Laura
has tremendous experience in this field, and has been an active
fundraiser for non-profit groups on the far North Side of Chicago for
many years. She is going to help us organize at least one event during
this coming year that will raise money for the community groups that
we decide to help. If we can make this work, I’d like to continue
doing this in future years, and maybe even expand this effort to raise
more money and help more organizations.

Finally, I’d like to put my computer skills to good use, developing bet-
ter communications systems and maybe upgrading our website and its
capabilities. We recently started using Constant Contact for mailing
out our newsletter. But I believe we can use it in more ways and more
effectively if we can learn more about it and get it fully operational.

As for the website, I want to take a fresh look and see if we can use it
as a more effective marketing tool to drive more people to our organi-
zation. I have to think some more about what we should do, and I want
to get input from other people in the organization — but technical sys-
tems and website are going to be priorities for me going forward.

SC: What do you think of the current meeting formats and topics?
Any changes you want to make there?

JB: That’s an interesting question. I would like to consider making
some small adjustments to our meeting formats. One thing I’ve heard
from a few members is that our meetings can run a little long, dis-
couraging some people from attending. I think it makes sense to con-
tinue starting at 6:30p.m. with dinner, but then starting the business
meeting a little sooner and ending promptly at 8:30p.m.

People who like networking and who have time afterward can still
stick around to socialize. And I sure don’t want to end our wonderful
tradition of going to Candlelite after some meetings to relax over pizza
and beers. But I’d like people to be able to come to a meeting and
know that they can leave to go back to their homes and families by
8:30p.m. if they don’t have time to linger. I guess I’'m going to try to
be a little stricter about when we start and end our monthly meetings.

As for topics, I’d really like to do a meeting early in 2012 that focus-
es on “best practices.” This would be a meeting with no outside
speakers — just a brainstorming session among property owners and
other RPBG members to talk about what’s working, what’s not work-
ing, and what we could do better collectively as an organization.

One of the ideas I’'m playing with is the potential for increasing our
buying power as a group, as opposed to as individual small owners.
For instance, could we negotiate better utility rates or building materi-

als if we band together, versus as independent small owners? I don’t
know the answer to these questions, but I think they are worth asking,
and worth researching.

I’d also like to see what other ideas or best practices our members are
already utilizing that drive their bottom lines and improve efficien-
cies. Part of the reason for being in an organization like RPBG in the
first place is to learn from our peers. Let’s have a meeting dedicated
to this idea, and see what we can all learn from it.

I have a few other ideas up my sleeve. But I don’t want to change the
great tradition we have at RPBG, bringing in representatives of the
wider community. We are going to want to continue the dialogue we
have developed with Alderman Joe Moore, continue to support the
important work of the NBOA, and keep bringing back important com-
munity organizations and people like Kimberly Bares of the Rogers
Park Business Alliance. But let’s try to build some new relationships
while we’re at it. I’d like to start with Alderman Debra Silverstein in
West Rogers Park, just to cite one example.

SC: OK, that all sounds great. Speaking of “best practices,” what
other ideas do you have about marketing and promoting RPBG? And
where do you come down in the great newsletter debate — to e-mail or
to snail mail?

JB: Yeah, I do have some other ideas about marketing RPBG besides
the website and technical systems that I have already talked about. Like
any organization, we can be accused of navel-gazing. We all know
we’re a great group. But a lot of other people out there don’t. It sur-
prises me how many people in Rogers Park, even other building own-
ers, don’t know about us.

I think we should look at the possibility of spending a little money to
obtain lists of property owners in the East and West Rogers Park com-
munity. I’d like to look into doing targeted mailings to these potential
members of our organization. We don’t have to do anything fancy or
spend a lot of money - maybe just occasional post cards or targeted e-
mail campaigns. But we should reach out more than we do. It will
help make us stronger, increase membership and, with any luck,
increase our revenues too.

I look at the Lincoln Park Builders Group and the amazing presenta-
tion they do every early winter. Wouldn’t it be great if RPBG could
put together that kind of an event and draw in those kinds of crowds?
Talk about good marketing! I’m not saying we should be able to pull
this off tomorrow. But it’s a great example of what’s possible. If they
can do it, why can’t we... or something like it?

As for the newsletter, funny you should ask. I know a lot of members miss
the mailed version, and I understand that some advertisers are going back
to snail mail since e-mail is getting so over-used. But we have to balance
the desire to have hard copies mailed out with what it costs to do so. For
now, we’re going to stick with the e-mail version, but I’m open to recon-
sidering that as we go, especially if we can get more members and more
revenues that might increase our budget for some hard copy mailings.

Continued on page 8



Mary Jane Sacks

1708 W. Jarvis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60626
Phone/Fax (773) 743-7453
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Website: www.rpbg.org
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John Brauc, President

Marty Max, Vice President, Chairman-Finance Committee
Tom Heineman, Treasurer
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Mary Bao, Chairman-Outreach

Mary Laura Jones, Chairman-Fundraising

Alan Goldberg, Chairman-Arts

Estella Kiser, Chairman-Government Relations

Carla Price, Chairman-Public Relations

Steve Cain, Writer/Editor

OUR MISSION

The Rogers Park Builders Group’s mission is to encourage
and support responsible residential and commercial property
investment, development, and ownership in the Rogers

Park community. Looking far beyond bricks and mortar,

the RPBG initiates and supports collaboration on city and
community actions to create a destination community.

If you would like to recieve membership information,
please send your address, phone and email to Mary
Jane Sacks at rpbg@rogerspark.com and she will
provide you with everything you need!

Fire Kills One in Rogers
Park Apartment Building

At about 3:00a.m. Wednesday morn-
ing, January 4th, a fire broke out on

the top floor of a six-story apartment
building at 6633 N. Sheridan Road.
Although firefighters were on the
scene quickly and had the fire under
control within a half hour, this
response was not enough to save the
life of the man who occupied the stu-
dio apartment where the blaze began.

The identity of the man was not

immediately released, pending notification of family members. According to a report
in the Sun-Times, the deceased man was in his late 50s. He had lived in the apartment
only about a month.

The probable cause of the fire was from a cigarette. Damage to the building appeared
to be largely confined to the unit where the fire began and the unit just below it. This
seems to be due to the quick response of the Chicago Fire Department.

According to public records, the apartment building contains 72 units and was built in
the early 70s. The structure contains ground floor parking with six floors of apartments
above it. Attempts to contact the owner for more information were unsuccessful.

Continued from page 7

SC: Sounds reasonable. OK, two final questions for you. Are you going to have a
hard time balancing your new responsibilities as president of RPBG with your busi-
ness and personal obligations? And, looking into your crystal ball, what do you see
as the future for the wider Rogers Park community?

JB: Balancing work, family, and all the other demands made of us in modern Amer-
ica is never easy. But I think RPBG is an important organization with a lot to con-
tribute. Yeah, it’s going to be taking up more of my time, but I think it’s worth it. Plus,
Thave a lot of great people who are also very active in the organization who are com-
mitted to helping me do this and being successful. I’'m definitely in it with both feet
and will be at it for at least the next couple of years. Beyond that, we’ll just have to
see how it goes.

As for the community, quite honestly, I think it’s going nowhere but up. I’'m just
really impressed by the progress made here over the past ten or twenty years.
Morse Avenue is a great example of an area that was really troubled not very long
ago, and today is a show-place. Howard and Clark Street should be priorities
going forward, and I see better days ahead for both. And we want to pay more
attention, as an organization, to what’s going on in West Rogers Park which real-
ly complements the Lakefront part of the neighborhood. West Rogers Park has
beautiful, tree-lined residential streets, an amazingly diverse population, and lots
of vitality that we should be tapping into as an organization.

SC: Thanks John. You’ve always been a great board member and a huge asset to this
organization. On behalf of everyone at RPBG, I want to welcome and congratulate
you as our new president. We are all expecting great things from you, and we know
you’re going to be a great president.



